SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
tends to have the evasiveness of asceticism in general.
Let us elaborate this theory of the intimate
connection between social blind alleys and asceticism
in connection with India. Indians with whom I have
discussed it describe it as not without interest, and it
has an important relation to the Russian background.
Since about the eighth century B.C. India's
intellectuals have tended to view the flux of actual
things as evanescent and futile. Desire breeds only
misery. The doings of man are the products of desire,
and are wretched for that reason. Every material
achievement yields also its issue of misery. That seems
to be the nature of things, ordained for all time and
immutable. The cosmic trilogies of Indian religion are
all tragic symbolisms of the processes of creation,
preservation and destruction, and all degrees of good-
ness are degrees of approximation to a Bliss of
Nothingness, a state of non-desire.
All this seems to imply a necessary hopelessness in
the social environment of India, a hopelessness
without which such devastating ideas do not seem to
have any raison d'fcre. This dead hopelessness, I
suggest, lay in the age-long conflict between Nomadic
and Agricultural philosophical needs, Whereas the
people of Egypt, a land of agriculture, tended, on the
whole, to resist successfully the attacks of invading
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